LETTER 


FROM 
Mr. Alexander Webſter 


To the Reverend 
Mr. Ralph Erskine ; 


CONTAINING 


A VINDICATION of Mr. Webſter's Poſt- 
ſcript to his ſecond Edition of Divine In- 
fiuence, &c. | 


. 
Nein 


In anſwer to 


* s Charge of Fraud and Falſ⸗ 
| D, & C, 


May thee Prayer for the Adverſaries be heard, Fill their 
Faces with Shame ! Mr. Ralph Erskine's own Letter 
to Mr. We/ey, 1ſt Paragraph near the End. 


—— How Reaſon reels ! 


o what a Miracie to Man is Man ! 
Night Thoughts, P. 3, 


— 
* 


EDINBURGH, 


Printed by Thomas Lumiſlen and Foim Robertſon, and 
fold by on Traill Book- ſeller in the Parliament- 
cio/s, and other Book: ſellers in Town. M. p c C. XLIII, 
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Reverend Sr, 


F you apprehend from the Title-page any Deſign 
—— rticularly to your ſeveral Remarks, 
you will be happily n of theſe I 
am to leave you in the full and quiet Poſſeſ- 

ſion, having neither Time nor Inclination to 
travel thro a Labyrinth of Inconſiſtencics, not 

to ſay worſe: And, if therefore your implicite Followers 

Mall fancy them unanſwerable, far be it from me to 

eee 

- *Tis the clearing a miſrepreſented. Fact, on which your 

Pretended — proceed, that l have mainly in View, 

while addreſſing you in this publick Manne... 


14 


FRAUD and FALSHOOD diſcovered, &c. 

the Title of your Miflive, ts extremely well calculated 
to ſpread Calmmy and Sander, and may have its own 
Weight with thoſe who only regard the Author's Name 
and the Frontiſpiece; but to ſuch as look further into 
the Performance, the Diſcovery will indeed poſſibly ap- 
1 but on the oppoſite Side to ht Good Mr. Erskine 

guns. 


Ass this extraordinary Libel is wholly founded on Sup- 

fition that the Copy of your Letter to Mr. We/ey, 
den in my — is falſe and /p#urious ; I need only, 
for my Vindication, obſerve,— That your Letter as there 
—.— in both Title and Contents, is exactly copied 
from your Letter ſaid to be taken out of Mr. Weſley's 
Journal ſent from London to Mr. Zraill Bookſeller, ' and 
by him delivered to me.— That the Journal itſelf not 
being then in Horland, ſo far as after the ſtricteſt Enquiry 
I could learn, chere N Opportunity of comparing 
| 4 + 


* 
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Ca) 
them.— That however, having ſometime thereafter re- 
ceived the printed Jourhal from England, I had the Sa- 


tisfaction to find that your Letter, as publiſh'd by me, does 


not differ in one Syllabie from that inſert in the Journal.— 


But _— likewiſe, that what Mr. 77ail}'s Corre- 
ſpondent, conſequently I in my Poſtſcript, had in- 
titled, Copy of a Letter, is by Mr. Weſley in the Journal 
only ſaid to be Part of a Letter; I took the firſt Op- 
portunity of 9 the Miſtake, which was done at 
my Deſire by the Reverend Mr. Robe in the Poſtſcript to 
his third Letter, dated K#l/yrh January roth 1743, and 
publiſhed that ſame Month, wherein he likewiſe ex- 
— my fincere Wiſh that you would favour the 
orld with your whole Letter, to caſt more Light on 
this Affair. N | : 
From theſe plain Fats, the Vouchers whereof ly in 
Mr. Taill's Hand open to the Inſpection of every Mor- 
tal (a), it is obvious, ſuppoſing your Letter imperfect 
or altered, that I may waſh my Hands in Innocence. 
And it will doubtleſs ſurpriſe the Reader to be informed, 


that of rheſe Facts you was not, Dear Sir, unacquain- 


ted, nor could you be ignorant.— Was not the original 
Lerter to Mr. Trail, my Poſtſcript, ſent by me to 
you when you was at Edinburgh, on T hurſday the zd 
of February, that you might compare them one with a- 
nother ? Did not Mr. T7aill, by a ſubſcribed Letter print- 
ed in both News-papers February 17th, aſſert their exact 
Agreement, and that every one had acceſs to ſee the Ori- 
ginal at his Shop? — Was not Mr. Robe's Letter _ 
1 


ta) viz. Mr. Webſter's Poſtſcript y --- The original Letter ſent 
to Mr. Traill from London; — An Atteſtation of ſeveral Perſons 
of Credit, who were ſo good as at my Defire to make all poſſible 
Enquiry, without Succeſs, for a Copy of Mr. Weſley's Journal both 
| before and after the Publication of my Poſtſcripr ;--- The Copy 
of Mr. Weſley's Journal ſent to me from Englayd in the Begin- 
ning of Fanuary, which to this Hour is the only one to be found 
in Scotland; Mr. Robe's third Letter; With an Atteſtation, 


* 


Me ſſicurs Lumiſden and Robert/on Printers, that the ſaid Letter 


and Poſtſcript was publiſhed on the zagth 'Faxxary, tho not ade. 
vertiſed in the News-papers841ll February 3d ; ---- and that the Mag 
nuſcript was in their Hand more than 10 or 12 Days before, 5% 
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(3. | 
laid before you? And was not Mr. Meſeys foul 
actually delivered to you, which you kept from Eveni 
to Morning ? What then mean the many Infinuations of 
my having mangled. or curtailed your Letter ? And how 
can you adventure to ſay, P. 2. I ſent to Edinburgh for 
« Mr. Weley's Journal, that I might underſtand whether 
« it was Mr. Mebſter or Mr. Weſtey, or both, that had 
% mangled and mutilate my Letter; but it could not be 
„found among the Bookſcllers there, /o that I want yer 
te the Advantage of knowing how that Matter ftands ?” 
Can you, in 9 with Honour and Truth, tell 
the World in a Pamphlet publiſhed the 1 2th of March, 
only two Days ago, that, becauſe the Journal could not 
be found amon Bookſellers, you want the Advantage 
of knowing whether Mr. We/ey or I had altered your 
Letter, while yet this Journal was actually in your Poſ- 
ſeſſion on the 3d of February? — Will it vindicate you 
to ſay, that your Letter bears Date, Dun. Fanuary 26th ? 
J hope you won't pretend it was printed on that veryDay, 
or even on the zd of February? You have unluckily cut 
off this Pretence, by advertiſing in the Caledoni an Mer- 
cury, February 15th, that your Pamphlet could not be 
publiſhed till the 12th of Aſarch, the Printers being 
Fad with other Buſineſs in the End of the Seſſion. 
Would it not therefore have been air and honęſt, to have 
altered this Paſſage during the long Interval, or to have 
added a Poſtſcript acknowledging that you had now ſeen 
Mr. ad e-hp Journal, and that he, not Mr. Webſter, was 
chargeable with the alledged Variations ? This indeed 
— have deſtroyed your Deſign of defaming a Character 
which it ſeems you was reſolved to blacken by any Means, 
Fraud and Falſvood not excepted. I muſt be forgiven 
to lay fo, eſpecially ſeeing you have in this Interval ſub- 
joined an Advertiſement to your Pamphlet, p. 58. after 
u ſaw Mr. Mees Journal, and could have peruſed 
. TrailPs Letter, as appears from the mention you make 
in the Advertiſement of Mr. Tyaill's Correſpondent, Mr. 
Robe's Letter, Cc. One might in this Advertiſement 
an have expected to find the Fact fairly ſtated 3 but, 
J , , on 


— — » 


bn the contrary, you j ©" "WR a Vail over 


the erud Neſemblance 'twixt your Letter as publiſhed b 
me and that ſent from London, and the entire — 
of Both with the Copy in the Journal. Nay, you are not 


there afraid to infinaate, that J ſaw fit to publiſh Mr, 
Naobe's Poſtcript, after I was no doubt appriſed that 
hour full Letter was in tha Præſs; tho it is true and 


evident, that Mr. Roles Letter was with its Poſtſcript put 
into the Printers Hands before the Date of yours at Dun. 
Fermline. You ſeem likewiſe, p. 58. to apprehend that I 
Acfigried to impoſe on the Publick, by ſaying that your 
Letter was in Mr. Mgley's Journal, p. 62. June 1739, 
while as yet I had not ſeen the Journal; and attempt to 
be witty on your Letter's being inſert three Months before 
it was written. I {aid fo then, Hy, becauſe Mr. Trails 


Correſpondent had ſo affirmed; and can now ſay it again, 


after ocular Inſpection. Your Letter is indeed inſert in 
8 p. 62. June 1739; but theſe who haye had 
the like Opportunity with you, of looking into the Jour- 
nal, may obſerve, that he does not date your Letter, and 
that the Journal was not publiſhed as you affirm THAT 
Month, no not till the Year 1742, when he has thrown 
the Materials together without ſtrict Regard to the Order 
of Time: And this explains the whole Myſtery. f 

I ſuppoſe the Reader by this Time will be abundantly 
ſatisfied, that in the preſent Caſe I have acted in every 
Pun Filio with the ſtricteſt Regard to Truth; and that, 
eohatever Imperſection may attend your Letter as publi- 
med by me, I was naturally led to think it genuine and 
romplete.' I heartily agree with you, that the expunging 
Trade does not contribute much to the Credit of any 
Cauſe; and hope always to have ſo much Honour, ab- 
ſtracting from Religion, as not to join Iſſue with SOME 
of your Reverend Brethren in the unlawful Commerce. 

Jou ſay, p. 2. If Mt. Fe/ey's Journal had my Let- 
« ter full and complete, then Mr. }/bſter is the Manger 
* of. it.“ Well, ſeeing he has it not complete, * aud no 
otherwiſe than in my Copy, ought not I to be aſſoilxied? 
No, by'no means: For you proceed, If not, yet 2 


<4 
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& he (Mr. Weſter) been too fond of ſeeking Advarita 


&« againſt me, he might have ſuſpected the very 
« Words of the Letter not to be my common Stile; for 
his Copy of it begins thus, [deſire to bleſs MY Lord, 
« &c. It is not ſo in my Copy: And tho' Mr. Webſter 
“has ſometimes heard me, and ofttimes ſeen my Writings, - 
« yet I ſuppoſe this is the firſt Time that ever he hea 

« or ſaw this to be my Way of ſpeaking or writing.“ 
It ſeems you had only ſaid in the Original, I deſire to 
bleſs THE Lord, &c. I own this remarkable Change 
of THE into MY, did not occur at firſt View; it was 
certainly a proper Key, had I adverted, for W the 
aphole Falſhood. Such glaring Fraud, in the very Intro- 
duction, foretels ſome g/comy Scene will open: And, that 
I may do you all Manner of Juſtice, I preſent the 
whole frightful Circumſtances with which it appears in 
your own Pamphlet; and, becauſe you think neceflary, 
ſhall firſt publiſh Mr. W2/2y's Letter (to which yours was 


an Anſwer) as you have it, p. 5. 


Reverend and dear Sir, Briſtol, Aug. 24. 1739. 
6— MA Souls hath our bſeſſed Lord here tur- 
1 ned from Darkneſs unto Light, and from 

« the Power of Satan unto God; a great and effectual 
% Door is indeed opened among us, and the many Ad ver- 
ſaries cannot ſhut it: But what a little ſurprized us 
& at firſt, was the outward Manner wherein oft of theſe 
were affected, who are cut to the Heart by the Sword 
of the Spirit. Some of them drop down as dead, 
having no Strength nor Appearance of Life left in them. 
* Some burſt out into ſtrong Cries and Tears, ſome ex- 
«* ccedingly tremble and quake, from ſome great Dro 

„of Sweat fall to the Ground, others rage in in the 
«© Agonies of Death, fo that four or five ſtrong Men can 
* hardly reſtrain a weak Woman or a Child from hur- 
ting themſelves or others. Of theſe many are in that 
Hour filled with Peace and Joy, others continue Days 
* or Weeks in Heavineſs, ſo that ſometimes their Bodies 
- * almoſt fink under the Weight of the wounded 1 


4 


$-.) 


4 1 ſhould be glad to know whether any. outwatd 


% Appearances like theſe have been among you, and 
« how the Work of the Lord proſpers in your Hands, 
It would be a Comfort to our little Flock, in whoſe - 
i Prayers you and your Fellow-labourers are not for- 
« gotten. O may you lee Satan as Lightning fall from 
« Heaven! We have (forty or fifty of us) been this Da 
i calling together upon our God, that he would pleaſe 
“ to haſten, his Kingdom. I commend you and your 
& dear Brother (both after the Fleſh and after the Spirit) 
& to his Protection, and am, 2 | 
Reverend and dear Sir, | 
Tour affetionate Brother, and Servant in Chriſt, 
| 8 JohN WEST. 


You go on, p. 6. The true Copy of my Anſwer to the 
above Letter is as follows, wherein I have put theſe Places 
in a different Character which Mr. Webſter's Copy paſſes 
over, and put a Mark alſo upon the Places that are alter'd 
or otherwiſe expreſs'd than in this original Copy. 


| R. and D. Sir, ) Dunfermline, F. 28. 1739. 
« — 1 to bleſs * the Lord for the good and 
« _. + great News your Letter bears, about the 


« Lord's turning many Souls from Darkneſs to Light, 


© and from the Power of Satan unto God, and that ſuch 
« a great and effectual Door is opened among you as 
« the many Adverſaries cannot ſhut. May he that hath 
« the Keys of the Houſe of, David, that openeth and 
no Man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no Man openeth, 
« ſet the Door of Faith more and more open among 


« you, till his Houſe be filled, and till he gather my” 


« ther the Outcaſts of rael; and may that Prayer 
« Adverſaries be heard, Fill their Faces with Shame, 
« that they may ſeek thy Name, O Lord. 925 
As to the outward Manner you ſpeak of, wherein 
« moſt of theſe were affected, who were cut to the Heart 
„ by the Sword of the Spirit, no Wonder than they 
« were 
Mr. Webſter's Copy has it, MT Lord, 


l 
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* 
were at firſt ſurpriſing to you, ſince they are indeed 
« ſo very rare, that have been thus pricked and wound- 
ed; yet ſome of the Inſtances you give, ſeem to be 
* exemplified in the outward Manner wherein Paul and 
e theJaylor were at firſt affected, as alſo Peter's Hearers, 
„Ads ii. The laſt Inſtance you give of ſome ſtrug- 

e gling as in the Agonies of Death, and in ſuch a man- 
« ner as four or five ng Men can bardly reſtrain a 
deal Woman f or à Child from hurting themſelves ar 
* others, this is to me ſomewhat more inexplicable, if 
* it do not reſemble the Child ſpoke of Mark ix. 26. 
„ and Lale ix. 42. of whom it is ſaid, that n he 
e was yer coming, the Devil threw him down+ and tare 
« him ; or what Influence ſudden and ſharp Awaknings 
* may have upon || faden bodily Convulſions, Lp 
© not to explain; but I make no Queſtion, Satan, ſo fat 
as he gets Power, may exert himielf on ſuch Occafions, 
« partly to mar and hinder\the Begiming of the good 
4% Work ia the Perſons that are ## touched with the 
“ ſharp Arrows of Conviction, the Enemy being unwil- 
ling to quit his old Poſſeſſion 5 and partly alſo to pre vent 
« the Succeſs' of the Goſpel on others, while he ſeeks tus 
© to diſparage the Work of God, and bring it unde 

Contempt and Reproach, às if it tended to lead dope 

* only to Madneſs and Diſtraction: And in the moan 

* time, a holy ſovereign God may permit it for harduing 

A wicked Generation, juſtly kaving them to ſtumble; 

« and for trying the Faith and C of his oxon:Chi}- 

« dren, bun be bas called efectualy. However, the 

« merciful Iſſue of theſe-Conflicts; in the Converſion of 

* theſe Perions thus affected, is the main thing; when 

« they are brought, by the ſaving Arm of God, to re- 

« ceive Jeſus Chriſt, to have Joy and Peace in believing, 

“and then to walk in him, and give Evidence that the 

« Work is a ſaving Work at length, whether more 


Mt. Webſter's Copy has it, A eveak Woman from burting ber- | 
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ſelf and others. pe” 
. Mr. Webſter's, Upon the Body. 
** Mr. Webſter's, THUS touched; 


* 


to | | | 
* quickly or gradually accompliſhed, there is great Mats 
< aro Prater ht nf oh 

% As to the Work of God among us, an Account where 
f yon ſeem to deſiderate; though ave cannot deny but 
© ave ſenſibly feel now: and then ſome remarkable Breath. 
* engs of the Spirituf God in praying and preaching, and 
< frequently hear of ſavoury Impreſſions made by the 
* Word upon the Hearts of People, and of ſome good 
* Fruits following ; and though any Inſtances of his 
* porverful Preſence this — at this ꝓuncture to 
relate more to the carrying on of the good Work where 
* begun, than to the remarkable Converſion of others : 
Jer we want not Inſtances of his Power and Pity this 
* Way; though not appearing outwardly in ſuch ſudden 
and aiſibie Effects as theſe you mention. All the out- 
% ward Appearances of People's being affected among 
% us, in time of preaching, and eſpecially at ſacramen- 
4 tal Occaſions, in tin? of communicating, or other ſuch 
* ſolemn Seaſons, may be reduced to theſe two Sorts. 
One is, hearing with a cloſe, filent Attention, with 
Gravity and Greedineis, diſcovered by fixed Looks, 
2 _—_— Eyes, joyful or. ſorrowful ke Countenances, 
« evidencing Tenderneſs in hearing. Another Sort is, 
< when ff the Word is ſo affe ing to the Congregation, as 
0 make them lift up their Voice and weep aloud, ſome 
4 more depreſſedly, others more highly, and at times 
the whole Multitude in a Flood of Tears, all as it 
were crying out at once, till their Voice be ready to drown 
* out the Miniſter's, ſo as he can ſcarcely be heard for 
<, the weeping Naiſe that ſurrounds him. And though 
de judge that the more ſolid and judicious of the Audi. 
% ftory are ſeldom ſo noiſy as others, tho perhaps as much 
« and mare affected imwardly, yet of theſe that are thus 
% outwardly affected, we conceive ſore to be under a 
% mure common, and others under a ſpecial gracious 
% Influence of the © Spirit f. God, ⁊rhich wwe can know 
* only by the Fruits and Effetts that follow. The 


3 0 com- 
n Mr. Webſter's, When they lift up, &. 
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& common Inſtuence Ill, like a Land- flood, dries up, we 
* hear of no Change wrought ; the other appears after 
14 ward in the Fruits of Righteouſneſs and the Tract of 
* a holy Converſation. ; 919127 Hh. | 
As to the Impreſſion the Word makes upon theſe wvhom 
wwe take afterward to be true Converts, the Degrees 
% and Duration of a Law-work or Conviction are various, 
and the ſaving Iſſue comes to be known alſo at ſundry 
Times and in divers Manners. Sume hade been more 
quickly touched and turned to the Lord and his Ways, 
others have been many Weeks, yea many Months, if not 
Nars, under much Heawineſs, Bondage, grievous Ter- 
rors, and horrible Temptations; ſame relievad very 
gradually, with a Word now and a Mord then impreſt 
upon them, and ſome out-pouring of the Spirit upon them 
now and then, and further Degrees of Illumination and 
&« divine Teaching, till by little and little they have come 
% to more Eſtabliſhment in the Faith, and till they be 
« brought off from all Confidence not only in their own 
* Works and Duties in point of Fuſtification before God, 
« but alſo from all Confidence in and Dependence upon their 
« beſt Frames, Tears, Enlargements, Influences and At- 
% zainments, to a ſolid Life of Faith upon the Grounds 
„ that are unchangeable, viz. the Promiſe of God, the 
« Righteouſueſs of Chriſt, the Grace and Fulneſs that is 
& in him, &c. | 
May the Lord ſtrengthen you to go on in his Work, 
and in praying for the coming of his Kingdom with you 
and us, I hope you ſhall not be forgotten among us 
in our joint Applications to the Throne of Grace. 
Pray let me hear at your leiſure Hours more and more 

* of what the Lord is doing among you. I am, 

Reverend and very dear Sir, 

Dur affeionate Brother and Servant in Chriſt, 


Ratyn ERSRINE. 
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ill In Mr. Webſter's Copy, the Diſtinction between common and 
ſpecial Influence is induſtriouſly ſuppreſſed, and the Words made 
to run thus, The Influence on ſome of theſe like, &c, But in others 
it appears, &c. 25 
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Having thus, Fr, given out of your;own Records the 
Copy of the Letter you wrote to Mr. We/ey, together 
with your own. Marks for diſcovering Fraud and Fal/- 
hood ; I can ſafely leave others to judge how far the Diſ- 
covery anſwers your Tirle:page.— The Myſtery of Ini- 
quity is now. di{played in your own Light 3 whoever will 
may look into r. Pg 
I don't think myſelf obliged to approve of Mr. We/ey's 
Conduct in omitting one Iota, or varying a Letter; or 
of Mr. Traills Correſpondent, in not deſigning the Cop 
he ſent, Part of your Anſwer, as Mr. We/4ey hi miele 
does. But muſt at the ſame Time think, that the Vari- 
ations and Omiſſions are of ſuch Nature, as I can't con- 
ceive why this Courſe was taken, if not to fave Paper; 
nor what fraudulent Purpoſe Mr. Weftey could have in 
View.—1 ſuppole he is well able to anſwer for himſelf, 
which poſſibly he may do in due Time: — Mean while, 
was he to ſtand or fall by my Deciſion, 7aking the Fass 
according to your Repreſentation, I ſhould incline to cenſure 
his Judgment rather than his Integrity. — Believe me, 
Dear Sir, had it been in my Option, I would doubtleſs 
have chooſed, for proving the Point in queſtion, to have 
inſert your entire Letter with your own; Imprimature, 
And, ſeeing you have furniſhed me with this Advantage, 
can now again with greater Certainty ſay, That, fo 2 
as Mr. any 20 Erskine's Sentiments may be ſuppoſed to 
have Weight, - your Letter will be found a fu [ Contu- 
tation of the Reverend Mr. Gibs lead ing Principle, 7 hat 
a Man cannot le a Miniſter of Chrift «cho has only Epi- 
ſcopal- Ordination.— A ſtanding Teſtimony againſt the 
Act of the Aſſociate Presbytery anent a Faſt, dated Dun- 
Jermline ꝓuly 1 5th 1742 5 A compleati Anſwer to Mr. 
Fiſher's Review; — A judicious Defence of the Work at 
a ng; — And a flat Contradiction to your 021 
Sermon, intituled, T he true Chriſt no new Chriſt, &c. 
Suffer me to ask my old Friend and Acquaintance, 
Had Mr: J/e/cy then, or has he even now, any other 
than Epiſcopal Ordination, to whom notwithſtanding you 
write as if he was a Ainiſter and "Servant of Chriſt 
£1 2 8 an 
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and to whom you ſubſcribe yourſelf an Afſictionate Bro- 
ther and Servant in Chriſt? Does not the fore ſaid Act 
ſay, is no Wonder that the Lord hath, in his righ- 
« teous Diſpleaſure, left this Church and Land to give 
« ſuch an open Diſcovery of their Apoſtaſy from him, 
e in the fond Reception Mr. George M hitejzeld has met 
„% with, NOTWITHSTANDING. that 1t as notourly 
* known that he is a Prieſt of the Church of England, 
* who hath ſworn the Oath of Supremacy, and ahjured 
* the Solewn League and Covenant? Does not this Act 
here oy panculey Streſs on Mr. JW 4refield's being a Prieſt 
of the Church of England, &c. as one Reaſon at leaſt 
of the Lord's ſuppoſed Diſpleaſure againſt this Church 
for countenancing him? And do you not in the above 
Letter, when jr to Mr. We/tey, who was then, and 
is ſtill, a Prieſt of the Church of England, and who has 
as well as Mr. J h:tefield ſworn the Gath of Sapremacy, 
and contequently, according to the Doctrine of the A 
fociate Presbytery, has abjured the Solemn League and 
Covenant; do you not, when writing eden to this Man, 
ſay, * May he that hath the Keys of the Houſe of Da- 
vid, that openeth and no Man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth 
“and no Man openeth, ſet the Door of Faith more and 
more open among you, till his Houſe be filled, and till 
he gather together the Outcaſts of 7/-ael? And may 
« that. - ny 4 Ad verſaries be heard, Fill their Faces 
« awith Shame, that they may ſeek thy Name, O Lord!” 
Does it alter the Caſe, rhat you had Hopes (which, by the 
by, were withont Ground) that he would ſome Time or 
other give up with the Church of England? Again, do 
not the foreſaid Act, your Friend Mr. Fiſher, and your own 
Sermon, £5c. all conclude the Work in the Weſt deluſive, 
for this among other Keatons, That ſome of the Perſons 
have been affected in an unuſual outward Manner? And 
pray, Dear Sir, has not Mr. We/ey plainly told you, that 
the Work amongſt them, in oft of its Subjects, was atten- 
ded with like, nay, more extraordinary outward Effects? 
And yet, notwithſtanding all this, your Letter begins, 
* I defire to blets the Lord for the good and great News 

| 
your 
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“ your Letter bears, about the Lord's turning many 
“ Souls from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
« of Satan unto God; and that ſnch a great and effectual 
Door is opened amongſt you as the many Ad verſaries 
cannot ſhut, Sc.“ Will the Variation of THE Lord 
into My Lord, or Mr. We/ey's having made you acknow- 
ledge the Subjection to the great Redeemer that this 
My imports, any hozw weaken your Deelaration concer- 
ning the Genuiuneſs of the Work ? OP” 
Was it needful to condeſcend on Particulars, I might 
obſerve, that Mr, Fiſher can find no Inſtances in Scripture, 


of. ſtrong Cries, Trembling, Quaking, Falling down as 


dead ; and that you point out to his Confideration, as I 
have done, Paul, aud the Jaylor, and Peter's Hearers (a), 
Mr. Fiſher apprehends, P. 62. that the Riſe of the bo- 
dily Effects in the Caſe of Camouflang, Kilſyth, &c. 
is not only antiſcriptural, but diabolical ; and that 
therefore every found Divine muſt maintain, in theſe 
& Circumftances, that they are inconfiftent with a 
„ faving Work of the Spirit of God at the Time.” 
Tour Letter will afford at leaſt one Exception to his Rule: 
Mr. Welley informs you of the ſtrongeſt imaginable Caſe, 
« ſome ſtruggling as in the Agonies of Death, ſo that 
* four or five Men can hardly reſtrain a weak Woman' or 
* Child from hurting themſelves or others ;” of which 
there is no Inſtance at Cambuſſang, nor indeed of any 
Thing ſo ſurpriſing and inexplicable. Yet even concerning 
this very Caſe of a weak Woman, and now a weaker 
Child, contained it ſeems in the full Copy, you only fav, 
This is to me ſomewhat more inexplicable, if it 
% do not reſemble the Child ſpoken of Mark ix. 26. 
* Luke ix. 42. of whom it is ſaid, that, while he was 
« yet coming, the- Devil threw him down, and tare 
him: Or what Influence ſudden and ſharp Awaknings 
may have upon ſudden bodily Convulſions, I pretend 

: cc not 


(a) Compare Mr, Fiſver's Review, P. 31,---33- with the Begin« 
ning of Mr. Weſley's Letter, and the firſt Part of zd Paragraph 
to our own Letter, | | 


15 
* riot to explain,” S. — * However, you conelude the 
e merciful Iſſue of theſe Conflicts, in the Converfiow 
* of theſe Perſons thus affected, is the main Thing (. 


It is perhaps proper here to remind you, that Convul-' 
ſions are particularly mentioned among other bodily Ef- 
fects by Mr. Fiſher, Review, p. 25. as the Sign of a 


diabolical Work ;, aud by you, p. 25. of your Sermon, as 
the Sign of a deluſive Work. How do you reconcile this 
with your not ' pretending to explain what Influence 
« ſudden and ſharp Awaknings may have upon ſudden 
* bodily Convulſions? Mr. Weſtey's Copy has it only, 
on the Body. 1 cannot think you have hit on a proper 
Medium to reconcile the Contradiction, by changing the 
Expreſſion into ſudden bodily Convuiſions. 5 
Further, you ſeem to lay great Streſs on the laſt Para- 
graph ſave one of your Letter, which, you ſaid, was 
mainly intended to diſcover a ſaving Work, and detecting 
a deluſive one, and which you apprehend for that End was 
kept out of Mr. }W/ey's Copy. Paragraph, Sr, ſeems 
to me well worthy of its Place; and by this Touchſtone 
let the Subjects of the Weſt be tried, by comparing tho 
Account of them in my Letter, Mr. Robe's Narrative, Wc, 
with what you have laid down as proper Marks; but 
muſt be excuſed for not chooſing you as the Judge, — 
ſeeing tho you give as one Mark, a folid Lite of Faith 
« on the Grounds that are unchangeable, -/z. the Pro- 
% miſe of God, the Righteouſueis of Chriſt, the Grace 
“ and Fulneſs that is in him ;”! yet you will not admit, 
p. 15. that this takes place among thoſe in the Weſt, — 
tho' told in expreſs Words (c, ** Thoſe. who have at- 
t tained Comfort, readily give a Reaſon of the. F 
&« and Joy that is in them with Meekneſs and Fear; de- 
e claring, to the Praiſe of Divine Grace, how the Holy 
« Ghoſt, formerly a Convincer, proved alſo their Com- 
« forter, by diſcovenng their Warrant to lay. hold on 
* Teſus the Saviour, and happily determining them to 
, | ee em- 
(b) This whole Paragraph being before inſerted, needed not 


again here to be repeated 
(c) Dicine Influence, P. 4. ſecond Edition, 
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A graceful Melody, a tunefi Voice; 


16 ) | 


embrace a whole od as freely offered in the Goſpe 


for all their Salvation, and as all their Defire,” Go. 
It is urged as a mighty Objection, that many cry out 
in the Bitterneſs of their Soul. Bitter Outcryings are 
in your Sermon, p. 25. one Ground of this pathetick Ex- 


clamation, How delufive is the Work!“ And the true 


Chriſt defcribed, p. 33. to be he that comes in the ſtill 
« {mall Voice of the Goſpel, which alone is the Power of 
* God to Salvation and Converſion, Sc.“ Mr. Fiſher too 
thinks, p. 31. Peter's © Hearers did not ſpeak all at 
once, becauſe this would make a confuſed unintelligible 
Sound. But what then ſhall we judge of your own Con- 
gregations, concerning many of whom you ſay, © Ano+ 
ther Sort is, that when the Word is ſo affecting to the 
4 Congregation, as to make them lift up their Voice 
and weep aloud, ſome more depreſſedly, others more 
e highly, and at Times the whole Multitude in a Flood 
„of Tears, all as it were crying out at ONCE, till 
* their Voice be ready to drown out the Miniſter's, 10 
as he can ſcarcely be heard for the weeping Noiſe that 
& ſurrounds him? Don't you affirm in the very Paſſage 
omitted by Mr. Meſley, concerning ſome of theſe thus 
outwardly affected, that they are © under a ſpecial gracious 
Influence, which appears afterwards in the Fruits of 
«© Righteouſneſs, and Tract of a holy Converſation ? *? 
J agree with you, that the more ſolid and judicious of the 
Auditory are ſeldom fo noiſy as others ; and it may be 
true, that, as you affirm, p. 44. that you ſeldom ever 
heard ſuch clamorous Noiſe in Time of publick Worſhip, 
without giving a publick Check to it. But a certain 
Author was ſome Years ago of a different Mind, when, 
in an Elegy on the Death of Mr. Moncrieff, he thus em- 
phatically expreſſeth the Divine Effects of his Miniſtry: 


V preach'd and pray dl with ſuch a joyful Noiſe, 
Br with ſuch pow'rful elevared Cris, 
A, forc'd *ſavter' Echoes ſabeetly to ariſe; 1 
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J bile ſpecial Nreashinxs unab- ry Saint,. of 4:17 | 


© Some rommon "Motions Heav'n to all did grant « _ 


Then liquid Pearks: did drop. from cu He, 
. Rebounting-Echoes:drown'd the Preacher's Cry 3, <. 


Voice anſaver'd Voice with manruful 2 Mane, 
- Fuſt like the Sound f the ee 9% Dee 8 
Or ruſding mighty M ind at Pentec N e 


Allow me to make one other Obſervation, That, in 
the Queſtion before us, we don't build on unuſual Sym- 
pftoms, or pretend that Perſons ſo affected muſt of Con- 

uence: he ſavingly wrought upon. We have all along. 
admitted, chat Men may cy out, may tremble, may. fai, 


erroneous Principles, and of What you take for granted, 
without any Fun dow of Proof, 10 Eier g. of 
bis Miniſtry appear now deluſive Be it ſo; the Work 
in the W may nevertheleſs be real and divine > Aud 5 
will ſtill remain true, that your Letter admits * 
bodily Diſtreſs may accompany a genuine Work of the 
Spirit, and have a 1aving Idue 3 nay further, that like 
Inſtances ſeem to be e iel in the outward. Mann 
wherein Pau and the Jaylor and Peter's Hearets Were 
at firſt affected. And this was ALL we contended for 
in che preſent Argument, and the chief Reaſon of ap- 
pealing to your Letter. + NT AO 


On the whole, It appears 0 me ſo evident, that the 


entire Copy of your Letter is equally if not a ſtronger 
Proof of "what I had formerly aſſerted in my Poſtſcri 
and particularly reſumed, p. 1 2. of this Letter, that I ſho 
think it an Imputation on the common Und ing of 
my Readers to attempt any further Illuſtration; and 

beg leave, if they want more Satisfaction, to refer them 
back „nn een, 
LENT © - | writ 
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writ to pervert a cd plain Words into a Meaning hithee. 
to unthought-of ;-— 2 they will find a compleat 
Syſtem of. Metaphyficks ; and, as I apprehend, they will 
likewiſe obſerve, I don't ſay a weak Woman or a Child, 
but a Mar, even the Reverend Mr. Ralph Erskine, 
ſtruggling as in the Agonies of Death (whether moved by 
a good or bad Spirit, let them judge) ſtruggling to ex- 
tricate himſelf from a Labyrinth of Contradictions, and 
fill more. and ore entangled in the Net which he him- 
ſelf had wrought, till happily diſengaged by finding out, 
in the Year 1743, p. 42. That when writing to Mr. 
Weſtey,. amo 1739, © he was but ſpeaking in his own 
Name to a Man like himſelf, whom he then had good 
* 'Thouphts'of, and as diſcreetly as he could, in order to 
* Vin him; but (in his Sermon) he was ſpeaking in 
* God's Naito a promiſcuous Multitude, and as plainly 
s as he could, in order to warn them. 
1 ſhould have thought it not amiſs, Sir, tho' ye had 
2 in God's Name to both, that ye might have ſpoke. 
e Truth. Mr. Nyley, the chic Inſtrument of the fatal 
Delufion, ſeemed to require your free and faithful Ad- 
vice, rather than a Multitude not yet affected. But, 
_ confidering the Delicacy with which you was to manage 
this Point, you perhaps think it ſufficient to ſay, as in 
P. 12. n —— * 1 — of the. Effects bs a 
as pared | among us, the my 
« Heart was 4 give Me Weſley a Swatch another 
„Kind of Work which I reckoned rruly Divine and 
25 wr. and likewiſe to give him a Warning againſt 
* what" F Judged deluſive in the ſtrange Work he told 
me of,” The Deſigns of your Heart muſt be left to 
the SUPREME JUDGE :— How far your Words arc 
a Tranſcript of ſuc Thoughts, the Reader will judge, 
by reviewing once more Mr. Je/ey's Letter, together 
with your Anſwer, which begins, I defire to bleſs the 
Lord for the good and great News your Letter bears, 
"about the Lord's turning many Souls from Darkneſs to 
Tight, and from the Porver of Satan unto God, &c. and 
concludes (with a Paſſage criminally concealed by — 
93 1 9 


1 
Wiley)” Pray let „ Lan 


and more of what the Lord is doing among you.  ' f 


It ye art apy roy: hag * 
writing for. the future, 
write as a POET, when as a AN, ad when in the 
Name of God, that we may know what to believe, and 
ahr not. is but . fince I N _— 
of conſidering you os Os: of FRAUD F 
HOOD, tho) it is no leſs than a Month ſince, by your 
Advertiſement in the Caledonian Mercury, the Alarm was 
ſounded over the whole Nation ; and this obliges me to 
gi! ve you the preſent Trouble ſo very ſoon after the Pu- 

lication of yours. 

[ have, it wg been the innocent Medium of commu- 
nicating an imperſect Copy of your Letter to the Publick ; 
I fincerely wiſh, as the proper Reparation, that by this 


Means the intire one — (a the moſt aniverſal Spread 


And am, with all due 
R. D. &. 


| Yours, &c. 
Adinbr. March 15. | 
1743. / 
ALEx, WEBSTER. 
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